Done & Been 
Steel Rail Chronicles of 
American Hobos 
Gypsy Moon - A National 

Queen of the Hobos 


A Hobo s Daughter 

Gentle Memories 
I recall my father tucking 

me into bed at night. His large 
hands, in a single brusque gesture, 
would flip up the left edge of the 
mattress, then allow it to snap 
back again magically against the 
box springs, capturing the entire 
length of the bedcovers in its grip. 
As this feat was repeated on the 
right, the familiar tightness of the 
blankets pressed against my 
childish frame, cocooning me 
under the sheets. When he sat 
down next to me, his weight on 
the already tautly stretched covers 
would double their unyielding 
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hold, forcing me to turn slightly 
toward him. The view of my 
father from this angle was as 
familiar to me as the hobo stories 
and songs that he presented in 
each of these nocturnal perfor- 
mances. 

Much of the beauty of my 
childhood was born out of my 
father s honesty. He dared to be 
himself, allowing me to see his 
weaknesses as well as his 
strengths. He shared with me, 
through his talents as a singer and 
storyteller, not only the settled 
years after he met my mother but 
also the precarious, footloose 
years of his youth. I would gaze 
up at him from my pillow, waiting 
for him to spin another colorful 
saga, and from this cozy vantage 
point beneath my covers, I would 
again become his most receptive 
audience. 

He called these moments 
Jackie s time. While other 
children were hearing Mother 
Goose, I thrilled to adventures of 
my dad s real-life experiences. 
The stories were varied accounts 
of his hoboing days - riding the 
rods, jumping a rattler, or camp- 
ing in the jungles - after he left his 
home in 1911 at the age of thir- 
teen. | might hear about running 
moonshine or dodging revenuers 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains near 
his childhood home of Frog 
Level, North Carolina. Perhaps 
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he would paint a graphic verbal 
picture for me of the West Coast 
Opium GENS, OF. .csccecassisncceosaceeon 


This is a book for anyone who has 
ever lain awake and heard the 
whistle of a train calling through 
the night and wanted to be out 
there, rambling, having adven- 
tures. Here are the life stories of 
authentic old-time hobos: 
Steamtrain Maury, Alabama, 
Tumbleweed, Reefer Charlie, 
Little Hobo, Cardboard, Greenie, 
Gas Can Paddy, Ramblin Rudy, 
the Sidedoor Pullman Kid, Hobo 
Bob, Fry Pan Jack and Gypsy 
Moon herself. 
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PRESIDENT S MESSAGE 


OUR NEXT AUCTION 

Now is the time for members to consider consigning hobo nickels to our next auction in January 
2003. We would like to have our auctions feature primarily better and desirable hobo nickels, and less in the 
way of Average and lower quality hobo nickels which sell for little money (frequently at a loss to OHNS and | 
the consignor). Se see the auction announcement in this issue for our new guidelines. 

To enable members to buy and sell less expensive specimens of old and modern hobo nickels, we 
will have a marketplace advertising section in each issue of Bo Tales, where sellers can illustrate any old or 
modern hobo nickels they have for sale. See details in this issue. 


HOBOES OF THE FUTURE 

The April 14 episode of Fox-TV ¢$ cartoon show Futurama, which takes place 1,000 years in the 
future, featured hoboes. Bender the robot leaves home to become a hobo (or tobe in his case). He nicets 
fwo veteran hoboes, and they hop an intergalaetic train (it tides on light beam tracks), Wearing space sults, 
they ride an empty box car and jump off at a switching planet (the switch is a glass prism that divides the 
light beam) and join the hobo jungle there. 

The hoboes are all depicted as educated good-hearted people. The primary plot-line of the episode is 
that Bender wanted to becormé a master chef, and he is taught by one of the hoboes who used to have a TV. 
cooking show. 

It is rare for hoboés to appear in the entertainment media nowadays, especially in such a positive 
way. 

Until next time, happy collecting! 

Steve The Big One Alpert 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Another Visit 
to 
Howard Hughes 


by Bill Fivaz 


Last year Sam Alfano created the world s 
smallest hobo nickel as a donation for the OHNS 
auction. This year, I would like to have the world s 
largest hobo ni¢kel as part of the auction. | have as a 
host coin 4 big aluminum replica of a buffalo nickel It s been six years since an article appeared 
issued in 1981 by the California State Numismati¢ | in Bo tales on one of the known Hobo Nickel carv- 
Association for their meeting in Anaheim. [tis 5.25 | ers with a familiar name. | corresponded with 
ches in diameter, and 1 1nim thick, HOWARD HUGHES (no, not THE Howard Hughes 

‘We need a volunteer from amongst our -Im not James Von Prague!) over six years ago, 
artistic members, who are presently carvine hobo several years after purchasing about 30 nickels 
nickels, to turn this giant ¢oiti into a hobo carving, to | carved by him from a midwestern dealer. I wanted 
be donated and sold in our next auction. Itimay be a | to get some history on this artistically talented 
difficult and time consuming task requiring tools gentleman, to learn more about how he came to start 
different from those used in catving normal hobo carving these pieces. I felt like a reprise of the in- 
nickels. If anyone would like to attempt this monu- | formation was in order due to the many new mem- 
mental task, please contact Steve Alpett. bers to OHNS over the past six years. 

fe nvahe 4 Howard Hughes, the nickel carver, lived in 

sills (continued on page 2) 
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(Howard Hughes continued from pg 1) 


California (I believe he has since 
passed away), so I wrote him 
asking several questions and 
permission to use the information 
in Bo Tales. He graciously wrote 
back and agreed to having his 
comments published. As you will 
learn, Howard started carving 
many years before any book 
appeared on Hobo Nickels, so he 
legitimately may be considered 
one of the early carvers. 

Here are the questions I 
asked, followed by his responses. 


Q...When did you start carving, 
and were you ever a knight of 
the road ? 

A...I did not start carving on 
nickels until sometime in the 
1970 s. No, I never considered 
myself a knight of the road (I 
was a brakeman on the Valley 
Division of the Santa Fe Railroad 
for 40 years), but when I was 
young, I did ride the freights quite 
often - the RockIsland, Frisco 
and even the Katy a time or two. 
Tt was just something to do. In 
those days there wasn t much a 
young boy could do. I was in the 
sevice in 1943 in Europe, in the 
517th Parachute Infantry. After 
the war, I went to work for the 
Santa Fe, and worked there until 
my retirement. 


Q...Are you still carving? If not, 
about when did you stop? 

A...No, Iam not still carving. I 
stopped a couple years ago 
(around 1994). In fact, some of 
the carvings you have are some of 
my last. My hands are not in 
good shape, but I may try to do 
some more carvings if time 


permits. (To my knowledge, he 
never did). 


Q...What is your estimate as to 
how many nickels you carved 

over the years? 

A... would say some 350-400 
carvings overall. 


Q...What techniques (tools) did 
you use? 

A...the tools I used were self- 
made. Mostly small chisels made 
from jeweler s screwdrivers. 


Q...Approximately how long did 
it take you to carve a coin? 
A...Depends on the subject..any- 
where from half a day to two 
days. 


Q...All the coins I purchased have 
a rather dark appearance - did you 
apply something to them after 
they were carved? 

A... would heat the coin then 
drop it in motor oil. That gave it 
the darker look. 


Q...Did you know any hoboes 
who carved coins in the 1920- 
1950 period, and if so, do you 
remember their names? 

A...[ have met some of the old 
originals at different times, like 
Hood River Blackie. As a brake- 
man, you see a lot of different 
kinds - some Bo s, but mostly 
winos. Blackie was more of a 
story teller. 


Q...What got you interested in 
carving, and did you ever carve 
on any coins/items other than the 
Buffalo Nickel? 

A... don t really know just what 
got me interested in carving 
nickels. I have always been in- 
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terested in miniature projects. 


Q...I note that almost all your 
works are identified by your 
HH monogram on the reverse. 
Did you always sign those you 
carved? 

A...The first 50-60 carvings did 
not have the HH monogram on 
them. 


[also asked if he ever 

came across George Washington 
Bo Hughes or Bert Weigand. 
Howard responed: No, I did not 
know George Washington Bo 
Hughes or Bert Weigand - have 
only heard of them lately. As you 
probably know, the regular bos 
don t talk that much. Back in 
1939-40, when I used to ride on 
the Southern Pacific from Phoenix 
to Imperial Valley, CA and back, 
we used to have a wait east of 
Yuma, AZ a few miles, to be able 
to get a train to Phoenix which is 
on a branch line on the Southern 
Pacific. 

Y ou see, when you re a 
teenager, the Bos know that you 
are not one of them, so they don t 
tell you but very little...although I 
did learn one thing, and that was 
how to sleep out in the cold 
weather and sleep comfortable 
with nothing but newspapers and. 
cardborad boxes. Quite a deal, 
but it works. 


Pictured with this article 
are five of Howard s carvings. He 
favored famous personalities and 
cowboys, many of which he 
named on the holders the carvings 
were in. These five pieces will be 
in the 2003 OHNS auction at the 
FUN Convention in Orlando next 
January. 

(continued on page 3) 


Summer 2002 


(Howard Hughes continued from pg 2) 


I think you Il agree that 
Howard Hughes was both a very 
interesting and talented gentle- 
man. 


i " i Ney 


Geor ge Washington 


ilies 


Lyndon B. Johnson : 


Mr. Spock 


Editors note; This is a very good 
example as to what your ad could look 
like in our new Photo-Market Place. 


Susan B. Anthony 


Clifford Scruffy 


Kraft Is Learning The 


Craft 


by Verne R. Walrafen 


Hey! I don t pick his 
Moniker but I admit to liking it 
and I haven t even met the guy. 
What I like is the peek it gives us 
into his sense of humor. His 
EMails are a joy to read but one 
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has to pay attention or he will slip 
one right by you. Enough of 
that...back to business! The three 
carvings shown here, showed up 
in my SnailMail not long ago and 
Thad to get on the telephone 
immediately to see if this new 
carver would sell me the group. 
Sure enough...mission accom- 
plished. I hope you find these as 
COOL asI do. Trust me on 
this....I know it is often said...-but 
the carvings are a LOT NICER 
than these scans would make 
them appear. 

On we go to something 
even MORE interesting than the 
set of three carvings. Shown 
below is an original 1914 dated 
carving Scruff traded for some- 
time ago....don t worry, I ll relay 
the story before I quit...paired 
with his rendition of that carving. 


bent 


If you want the 1938 dated carv- 
ing come bid against me on eBay. 
If you want the first carving you 
will have to argue with Scruffy on 
that one and you may well find 
out he should be called Scrappy. 
He is justifiably proud of that 
piece and I expect he figures on 
being buried with it. 

(continued on page 10) 
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Irecently purchased, on 
eBay, a 16mm educational film 
entitled Hobo: At the end of the 
Line produced in 1977 by 
Encycolpaedia Britannica educa- 
tional Corporation. The film is 24 
minutes long. I have not screened 
the 24 minute film as yet, but it 
came with a four-page brochure 
that discusses the film and gives 
suggestions for classroom discus- 
sions before and after viewing the 
film. 

Tam not sure if today, 25 
years later, it would be politically 
correct for schools to include a 
film like this in its curricula. But 
OHNS members should find this 
information interesting. 

He lives on the road, 

rides the rails fr om season to 
season, job to job, frequents the 
skid row missions for a little 
preaching and a free meal. This 
film s portrayal of hobo life 
reveals an element of Americana 
apporoaching extinction. The 
scenes, sound effects and conver- 
sations are entirely authentic - 
providing a unique opportunity 
for viewers to compare the hobo s 
view of himself with the many 
conflicting images of vagabonds 
in history, song, and story. 

The above is from the 
cover of the film s brochure, 
along with a color photo of two 
old hobos preparing a meal 
outdoors. Below is more text 
from the publication: 


What the film does 
Documents actual experi- 
ences and conversations of hoboes 


1977 Hobo Educational Film Documentary 


by Steve Alpert 


riding the rails, sharing mulligan 
stew ina jungle , and visiting a 
skid-row mission. 

Motivates discussion 
about the emotional appeal of the 
hobo s life-style and the brutal 
hardships that go with it. 

Provides an opportunity to 
compare the hobo s view of 
himself with the many conflicting 
images of vagabonds in history, 
song, and story. 

Describes changes in 
railroading that may soon put an 
end to hoboing as a way of life. 


Next is given a history of hoboes, 
ending with: 

Drifters of all sorts still 
tide with today s working ho- 
boes , but their numbers decrease 
every year. Old-timers see them- 
selves as victims of change, their 
free travels endangered by faster 
trains with fewer stops, fewer day 
jobs in railroad towns, and in- 
creasing violence in the once 
brotherly hobo jungles . 


Next is a Content Summary of the 
film, which I Il briefly summa- 
rize: 

On a chilly late December 
day, a young man searching for an 
empty boxcar finds one already 
occupied by a middle-aged hobo 
who invites him in. The young 
man is Bodie Wagner, a folk 
singer and holiday hobo. The 
older hobo is Utah Phillips, also 
a folk singer. The freight train 
travels across Washington State; 
they get off in Spokane and go to 
a hobo jungle where Utah 
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Utah Phillips | 
meets his old friend Fry Pan 
Jack. They eat, tell stories and 
lament the current conditions for 
hoboes. The next day Utah takes 
Bodie to town, they encounter a 
policeman, and get a meal at a 
mission. after supper they part 
ways, Bodie stays in town, Utah 
goes to catch an eastbound train. 
The film ends with song sung by 
Bodie. 


(continued on page 5) 
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(1977 Hobo Educational Film Docu- 
mentary continued from page 4) 


CLASS DISCUSSION AND 
ACTIVITIES 


Before viewing the film, 
suggestions given include; 

1. Asking the students to describe 
mental images and feelings they 
associate with the words hobo and 
tramp. 

2. Do the words hobo, tramp, 
bum, wino have about the same 
meaning for you? 

3. What are your personal 
feelings about hoboes and their 
life-style? 

4. What do you think is the 
general public s attitude toward 
hoboes? 

After viewing, suggestions 
include discussions of what im- 
pressed them, puzzled them, or 
distrurbed them, and how they felt 
about the three men and their 
comments. Questions are listed 
for discussing, such as what is the 
essential equipment for the travel- 
ing hobo, what did each man 
contribute to the mulligan stew, 
how did Bodie s song describe the 
difference between hoboes, 
tramps, and winos, why did Fry 
Pan Jack advise Bodie not to be a 
hobo, and what changes have put 
an end to good old times in the 
Jungle ? 

Other suggestions involve 
the mission; researching wander- 
ing minstrels, gypsies, frontier 
scouts, and working 19th century 
hoboes; comparing Charlie 
Chaplin s tramp and Emmett 
Kelly s clown to reality; and 
arranging a panel descussion for a 
talk show on The Hobo: Free 
Spirit or Public Menace? 


The grade level of this 
film isn t mentioned, but would 
seem to be about Junior High to 
High School. The producer, Carl 
Jones, spent many weeks riding 
the rails as a hobo looking for 
subjects for his film. He had little 
success until finding legendary 
Fry Pan Jack in the Spokane 
jungle. Utah and Bodie wandered 
by, and he was ready to begin 
shooting, which was a difficult 
task, 

Thope to find a way to 
screen this film or convert it to 
VHS tape or CD so it can be 
shown at OHNS meetings in the 
future. It may even help us in our 
research on making an OHNS 
documentary on hoboes carving 
hobo nickels in a hobo jungle. 

This 16mm film was from 
the Midland County Public 
Library of Midland, Texas. They 
inspected the film 20 times from 
1980 to 1992 and found it in good 
condition. It is marked with the 
cost or value of $350.00. I bought 
it off eBay for about one-tenth 
that amount. 


11th OHNS Hobo 


Nickel Auction 


Consignments are now 
being accepted for our 11th 
OHNS Hobo Nickel Auction at 
FUN in January 2003. One 
important change we need to 
make is to eliminate consigned 
items of low value that sell for a 
small amount. So we will not be 
accepting hobo nickels of below 
Average and Crude quality. The 
sale will have some BA nickels 
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that are part of the Buckels collec- 
tion. Consigned moder carvings 
must be of Above Average or 
higher quality. Suitability of 
submitted items for the auction is 
up to the discretion of the Auction 
Manager (Steve Alpert). 

We are also considering a 
limit of 15 lots from any one 
consignor; so please check with 
Steve on the possibility of a larger 
consignment. Submission of 
engraved/altered foreign coins 
must be of Above Average or 
better to be consigned also. 

Please check with Bill 
Fivaz or Steve if you have any 
doubts, we don t want anyone to 
pay for Quality Designations only 
to have the item rejected. 

Postcard lots OK if valued 
at $50 or more. Better hobo 
medals or tokens may be accept- 
able, but check with Steve before 
submitting them (send a photo- 
copy or email a scan first). 

Fees will remain the same 
as before: 5% seller fee, 10% 
buyer fee. Minimum bids are 
discouraged but allowable, but if 
you set the minimum so high that 
the piece does not sell, there is a 
penalty fee of 10% of the reserve. 

We are continuing with 
50/50 consignments (half the 
hammer price to the seller, half 
donated to OHNS; seller pays 
QD fee) and outright donations 
(OHNS receives the full hammer 
price, seller does not pay for 
Quality Designation forms, which 
are mandatory for all submissions 
except postcards and non-altered 
items). 

If you have Below Aver- 
age or Crude (or Average and 
above) 

(continued on page 7) 
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HOBOS 
AND 


BLACKS? 


Donated by 
Mary Ann Mam Mellema 
RM 181 


My compliments to you, 
our Editor, on your great job on 
Bo Tales. My gratitude is ex- 
pressed for your contributions and 
time you give to the organization! 
Also, what a great idea to chal- 
lenge all of us members to submit 
an aritcle for reflection and pub- 
lication in the OHNS Bo Tales. 


Rarely, when we hear the 
term hobo , do we think of 
Blacks, particularly southern 
Blacks. The urge to travel and get 
away from a way of life not 
chosen but imposed, was surely 
on the mind of many. 

During the slavery period, 
Blacks could not travel without a 
written bond from their owner , 
but they could see and hear the 
powerful locomotives passing 
them and surely many thought of 
them as a symbol of power, of 
freedom and escape. 

After slavery was abol- 
ished and particularly in the 1920s 
and 1930s many southern Blacks 
probably saw the northern cities 
as a haven for jobs and a new way 
of life. This is recorded and 
imprinted on black music such as 
the Blues. 

Why you ask, did many 
choose the freight train north and 
not a passenger train? My answer 
is, probably economices and 
security. How many could really 
afford a ticket and even if one had 


purchased a ticket, they knew be- 
cause of their color their security 
was not guaranteed. 

We all know that hobos 
were not welcomed on freight 
trains and the railroad workers 
were the traditional enemy of the 
hobo. We read stories of where 
the special agents employed by 
the railroad would attack hobo 
encampments wielding clubs and 
assaulting the residents. There- 
fore, by necessity, they banded 
together for protection. 

The ride up north was not 
without hazards but surely with 
determination to start a new life 
was uppermost in the minds of 
many. To hobos, a ride took de- 
termination of the utterly desper- 
ate. Perhaps, that is why a hobo 
jungle was considered a place of 
rest, camaraderie and a place to 
pass on survival skills. 

Conditions in these places 
were far from adequate, yet one 
could rest before moving on. 

When many southern 
Blacks did finally reach the north, 
the Promised Land , sheer dis- 
appointment and discrimination 
awaited them. Prosperity and a 
semblance of a better life seemed 
to always be beyond their reach. 
Yet hope was always there for it is 
deep in the human spirit. The 
travails of many can be heard in 
hobo songs and the Blues. 

T have read stories on the 
hobo way of life but my thoughts 
in this presentation were about the 
southern Blacks. Does anyone 
know of biographies or autobiog- 
raphies of hobo Blacks or are the 
Blues their only legacy about a 
way of life once lived and en- 
dured? 
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HOBOS IN 
ADVERTISING? 


donated by 
J. Kimzie Cowart 


Hobos have been used in 
advertising for many, many years. 
The oldest example I have found 
of Hobos in advertising is from a 
1928 ad in Life Magazine. It 
scems that Hobos did not always 
have the best of reputations. This 
ad asked if it was safer to pick up 
a Hitch-hiker or a Hobo and 
suggested that you should carry 
either a 32 or 38 caliber Smith 
and Wesson to protect yourself. 


Even Hobos believed that 
cleanliness was next to Godliness. 
Soap commercials also used. 
Hobos. Sapolio s motto was 

Cleans-Scrubs-Polishes...makes 
work easy. 


(continued on page 7) 
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(11th OHNS Hobo Nickel Auction 
continued from page 5) 


hobo nickels and tokens you wish 
to sell, the new photo ad market- 
place in Bo Tales is the place to 
sell them. See information on this 
new feature elsewhere in this 
issue. 

For our January 2003 
auction, submit your lots to Bill 
Fivaz if they need Quality Desig- 
nation papers. You can copy as 
many of these forms as you may 
need from your copy of Bo Tales. 
Send them directly to Steve Alpert 
if they already have QD papers. 
Their addresses are on the Quality 
Designation Submission Form in 
this issue. 


Photo-Ad 


Marketplace? 


Hey OHNS Members, 
how would you like to have your 
own Photo-Ad Market-place? 

With the revisions to the 
auction we felt that OHNS had 
a need for a viable place where 
lower grade Hobo Collectibles 
could still be sold and traded. 

So here is what we have 
done, we will be starting a new 
Photo-Ad Marketplace in the next 
issue of Bo Tales. Here is how it 
will work for you; you will write 
down what it is that you are 
wanting to sell, being as brief as 
possible because you are going to 
be paying by the column inch and 
PLEASE if you have to write it in 
free hand, be very careful that I 
will be able to read it. I don t 
want to have the expense of 
calling you to make sure that it is 
right. The single column inch is 


going to cost you $5. Now you 
will get plenty of room for what 
you want to say because we are going 
to be using this size of font for your ad. 
So you will be able to use nearly 50 
words in your ad. 

Your ad must include the 
description of the item, the price 
and your name and address. Lf 
you wish to list your email or 
phone number so that you may 
discuss this item with someone, 
feel free to put that in the ad also. 

Now, you can just send the 
written ad or you can send along a 
picture of the item you are selling. 
Tf you choose to send a photo 
also, 
it is going to cost you another $5. 

We must ask that you keep 
the maximum selling price at 
$100 or less for each submission. 
At this time there is no maximum, 
number of lots that you can 
submit, but we will have to keep 
this section cost effective, so there 
may be one in the future. 

NO AUCTIONS WILL 
BE ALLOWED. 

No QD papers are needed 
to sell in this section and it will be 
set up just like this page that you 
are reading, three columns and 
your photo will turn out to be 
about 2 inches square, so every- 
one will get a good look at it. Just 
remember, I cannot make the 
picture any better than what it is 
when it comes to me. 

So.....Send your ad/photo 
and $5 for each one you submit 
directly to your Editor, either by 
snail mail or email (check the in- 
side front page for this informa- 
tion). You may want to check the 
deadlines too, anything that 
comes after the deadline will have 
to wait until the next issue. 
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Make sure you make your pay- 

ments out to; 

Original Hobo Nickel Sociey. 
This same section will be 

included in the 2003 Auction 

Catalog, you will get alot for your 

buck there for sure.. 


(HOBOS IN ADVERTISING continued 
from page 6) 


The United States Enve- 
lope Company of Waterbury, CT 
attempted to increase their statio- 
nery business by advertising the 
Hobo in several different styles of 
life. This one depicts a Hobo 
walking along the rails. 


When the stature of the 
Hobo is recognized by Norman 
Rockwell you know you have 
reached the zenith. The ad for 
Fisk Tires shows a Hobo sleeping 
with his bundle and can. The in- 
scription says, Time to Retire 
with their trademark of a child 
holding a candle and a Fisk tire, 

Tn the financial world, 
Savings and Loan Companies also 
jumped on the railroad car (band 
wagon) in using Hobos to encour- 

(continued on page 8) 
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(HOBOS IN ADVERTISING continued Ell. 
from page 7) Are you old enough to 
‘nite remember the Burma Shave signs 
along the highways? They had 
ads showing Hobos with their 
bundles and walking along the 
railroad tracks. This photo reads, 
Men who have to travel light, 
find the handy tube just right....... 
Burma Shave . 


Norman Rockwell for Fisk Tires 


age you to save. First Federal 
Savings of several Virginia towns 
issued a coin-slotted booklet to 
encourage you to save two bits at 
a time until you had $5.00 to 
bring in and open a savings 


and the Serta sheep (the counting 
sheep with numbers) appeared. 
They were leaving town very de- 
pressed because they were no 
longer needed, everyone in town 
account. The Fairhill service had bought a Serta mattress. 
Building and Loan Association While telling the Hobo their 
used the Hobos in their ads as Restaurants were not reason for leaving, he made the 
- | above using the traveler as their statement he was having trouble 
it fit) You § ndre Two Bits? logo. A chain of restaurants inthe sleeping. At this point, the de- 
West called Hobo Joe s depicted pressed counting-sheep perked 
our friend with his bundle and pet up! The Hobo asked, Do you 
dog as their trademark. Anumber know where I can buy a Serta 
of postcards were issued showing mattress? Once again the count- 
Hobo Joe at various places along — ing-sheep became depressed and 
his travel. The Hobo Joe line of — sauntered away. 
dishes and postcards can be pur- 
chased on eBay (internet). As I 


eBay 
understand Hobo Joe s has gone Mike Pezak 
out of business. Deep Relief 
Bis How surprised I was to 5/1/02 
$56.00 


realize that Hobos are still being 
used in advertising. Last week 


TInST FEDERAL 
SAVINGS oes 


% : 7 eBay 
renee Mn aa while watching TV, I saw a Cliff Kraft 
iglewood — “Towers : x y 
} POeROEs SRG commercial showing a Hobo in a 5/5/02 
= ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA freight car. The door was open $162.50 
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Tales From The Rails By Spike 
is taken from On the Spot , 
Railroad Magazine, Vol. 39 
(February, 1946), No. 3, pp. 89-92 
and donated by J. Kimzie Cowart 


Million-Dollar Mulligan 


In boomer days an unem- 
ployed switchman or brakeman 
who was broke was not too proud 
to stop in at a hobo jungle (camp) 
to eat, sleep, wash up, or merely 
stick around between trains. Such 
a character was Charles B. 
Chrysler, an old-timer now living 
at....Los Angeles, California. 
Looking back through the years, 
Charley recalls a certain time 
when he, a dirty, hungry boomer, 
wandered into a jungle, some 
distance from the rail center at 
San Bernardino. We Il let him tell 
us what happened, in his own 
words: 

Howzit for camping and 
cutting in on the mulligan? says 
I. Mulligan, in case you don t 
know, is hobo stew. It consists of 
hoppins (any and all vegetables 
that can be bought, begged, 
borrowed, or stolen) together with 
meat acquired the same way, or 
maybe gumps (chickens) or other 
fowl, the whole savory mess 
cooked outdoors. 

My question was an- 
swered by the camp bully, a big 
carrot-topped boomer of philo- 
sophical bent, who liked to hear 
himself 


talk. They called him Rhode 
Island Red. 

The camp belongs to God 
almighty, says Red, and if 
you re all right with Him you re 
all right with us. There s plenty 
of timber, straw, moss, water, fire, 
and plenty of alky [alcoholic 
liquor]. But mulligan - well, 
that s something else again. The 
law of compensation says you 
can t take something out unless 
you put something in. I didn t 
make the law - it was made by the 
camp - I enforce it. You can stay 
here as long as you like; but if you 
want to eat, you ll have to hustle 
some hoppins. Unless you re a 
Johnnie Newcomer you know this 
as well as I do. 

As I said, the guy liked to 
chew the rag, so I listened. 

All right, all right, he 
says, Youre hungry. Well, Im 
gonna show you how you can eat. 
See that tar kettle there? It holds 
about a barrel of anything you 
want to put into it. Right now it 
contains hot water, but tonight 
Im taking a detail of men out to 
fill it. Now, here s the layout... 

Red explained there was a 
carload of live chickens on a side- 
track by the depot in town. All 
kinds, big ones, fat ones, Ply- 
mouth Rocks, Leghorns - all in 
crates. A whole express car full. 
A score of volunteers would sneak 
out of the jungle at night, go down 
to the depot, and grab as many of 
the crates as they could get away 
with. Some crates had only a pair 
of chickens in them; others had 
six or eight. The plan was for 
each man to pick out a crate con- 
taining a large number of chick- 
ens. 


Tf you fail, Red warned, 
don t come back to the jungle 
and expect to eat. If your con- 
science bothers you, you needn t 
trail along. 

So that night twenty or so 
unshaven stalwarts disappeared 
into the darkness toward San 
Bernardino. A war council was 
held in the underbrush. Red 
spoke up again. 

Two of you men go down 
the track a few blocks, pick up 
some dry leaves and straw, place 
them in an empty boxcar, and set 
them afire. Then return here. 
When it s smoking good, you, 
Dutch, run over to the depot and 
tell the agent there s a boxcar 
burning down the track. When 
they leave the station to put out 
the fire, the rest of us go into 
action. It s every bozo for him- 
self. Grab a crate, take to the 
brush, and hike for camp. 

There were two men in the 
station and both of them ran over 
to the smoking car. The denizens 
of the hobo camp moved with 
trained precision. Each grabbed a 
pen of squawking chickens, four 
men lugging the big containers, 
one or two lugging each of the 
small ones. 

The raiders solemnly toted 
the crates down to the river bank 
near the jungle and there they held 
sacrificial rites. They dumped the 
slaughtered fowl back into the 
crates, took them to the campfire, 
and scalded them in the tar kettle. 
One squad neatly picked off the 
feathers, and another degutted and 
cut up the poultry, a third buried 
the feathers and refuse. Each job 
was handled efficiently. After 

(continued on page 10) 
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(Million-Dollar Mulligan continued 
Srom page 9) 


that, all hands went back to the 
stream and washed up in cold 
water. Finally, after cleaning the 
kettle, we plopped the chickens 
into the great pot. Then we broke 
up the crates to feed the roaring 
flames. 

By that time the midnight 
prowling detail had returned with 
paper bags full of cabbage, pota- 
toes, onions, chili peppers, toma- 
toes, and parsley. Somebody even 
brought along a bag of salt. At 
two in the morning our mulligan 
started to simmer. By sunrise it 
was prime. And we were fam- 
ished! Bowls and spoons mysteri- 
ously appeared and we dug in. 

The stew lasted us three 
days. Tramps for miles around 
heard of the feast and drifted into 
camp. They tried to wheedle us 
into sharing with them, but only 
those who brought along dessert 
for the gang or other food to vary 
our diet were permitted to more 
than sniff the mulligan. 

Meanwhile, there was hell 
to pay at San Bernardino. It 
seems that a lot of pedigreed 
chickens had been stolen from an 
express car. The loss was terrific. 
Those fowl had been the result of 
years of scientific breeding and 
had been exhibited all over Cali- 
fornia. In fact, at the time of the 
thefi, they had been awaiting 
shipment to the Los Angeles 
County Fair at Pomona, where 
they were expected to win medals, 
cups, blue ribbons, and cash 
prizes in additon to the long list of 
awards they already held. These 
haughty birds were rare breeding 
stock. But by the time railroad 


bulls reached our camp there was 
no trace of them, and most of the 
men had scattered. 

Even today, if you chance 
to visit hobo jungles on the West 
Coast, you are likely to hear men 
around campfires tell about the 

Million Dollar Mulligan, as it 
was called. Many a wandering 
brother will claim that he was 


While economics has been 
called the dismal science, it can 
be very helpful to collector/in- 
vestor if one is interested in 
predicting the future value of an 
item. Hobo nickels are no excep- 
tion. While my crystal ball is 
very small, I have a few thoughts 
that I would like to share about 
our area of the hobby, and more 
specifically, to what I believe may 
lay in store for the future value of 
both classic hobo nickels as well 
as the newer high quality modern 
engravings. 

While collectibles are 
often touted as great investments, 
sometimes they are and some- 
times they are not. Our hobby in 
particular suffers from the promo- 
tion of the investment benefits 
of collecting. While many people 
have made money upon liquida- 
tion of their hobby, there are also 
a number of people who have lost 
money on coins as well. In my 
experience, those who have 
attempted primarily to make 
money by investing in coins have 
faired far worse than those that 
have profited as a side benefit to 


Economics and the Value of Hobo Nickels | 
by Jeffery Daniher 
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either a night yardmaster at 
Pocatello or else was in on the 
greatest stew of all time. But 
Rhode Island Red, Circus 
Doyle, Fishmouth Fer guson, 
and other famous boomers - if 
they are still living - will tell you 
there were less than twenty-five 
men in that raid, and Charley 
Chrysler was one of them. 


their collecting. Why may this 
be? Well, the collector normally 
takes the time to learn about the 
nuances of their particular spe- 
cialty, gets to know and under- 
stand what makes a particular 
example desirable to another 
collector, and often has an eye for 
the best examples as well as 
being familiar with what is a fair 
value. The pure investor often 
understands very little about coins 
except that they are supposed to 
go up in value. Consequently, 
their investment portfolios often 
wind up with bargain priced 
common examples that are not 
particularly appealing or desirable 
to anyone except other investors. 
This may be summed up with one 
of numismatics truisms of buy 
the best that you can afford. 
Numismatics offers an 
excellent example of the law of 
supply and demand. This eco- 
nomic theory states that the price 
of an item is determined where 
the demand for a particular thing 
equals the quantity available. In 
my opinion, when it comes to a 
(continued on page 12) 
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Nickel Strike 


First, I purchased a 1994 
Baseball Cap Hobo OHNS nickel 
token made by GMM in 1995 and 
noted what was clearly an over- 
date, 1994 over 1995. I put it 
away and gave it no further 


a Ga 


thought. Then, I visited the Britt 
Hobo Museum and there was a 
copper strike of what appeared to 
be the same OHNS token, how- 
ever, it was dated 1995, 


The mystery deepens! All 
this is somehow related to the 
unissued 1994 Trimmed Beard 
Hobo OHNS nickel that for some 


WELL, HERE S ANOTHER NICE MESS 
YOU VE GOTTEN US INTO! 


by Verne R. Walrafen 


Copper Strike 


unknown reason, replaced the 
1994 Baseball Cap Hobo OHNS 
nickel token. 

Jeff Danniher has ad- 
vanced the theory that the 
Trimmed Beard design was re- 
jected in favor of the Baseball 
Cap design because Ron didn t 
want the OHNS tokens to be too 
similar to real hobo nickels. 
Perhaps expecting that they might 
not sell as well or maybe fearing 
that they could be altered to pass 


asa real hobo carving. Ron 
has mentioned this latter concern 
on more than one occasion. A 
Trimmed Beard design struck on 
copper would never look like a 
real hobo but one on nickel 
could, maybe, just pass. 

The 1994 nickel token has 
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the OHNS Buffalo reverse while 
the 1995 copper token has the 
OHNS ALL ABOARD reverse. 
The Buffalo die was created in 
1995 and used to strike the 1992, 


1993 and 1994 specially prepared 
nickel planchet tokens. The ALL 
ABOARD die was also created 
in 1995 and used to strike the 
1992, 1993, 1994 and 1995 
copper planchet tokens plus the, 
previously unmentioned in this 
article, 1995 Indian OHNS to- 
kens. The 1995 Indian tokens 
were struck in a variety of metals; 
silver, brass and nickel. The pro- 
duction issue was on nickel but it 
was a different planchet than that 
specially prepared for the Buffalo 
reverse tokens. Beginning in 
1996 the OHNS token issues were 
struck over Jefferson Nickels. 

It took me a while but I 
finally tracked down an example 
of the 1995 Baseball Cap Hobo 
Britt Hobo Convention copper 
token. Careful study reveals that 

(continued on page 12) 
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Nickel Strike 


both Baseball Cap token issues 
were struck from the same work- 
ing die that had the date modified 
between press runs. This is 
verified by the heavy scratch 
behind the hobo s ear. This die 
damage is a cut or dent which 
could result from dropping the die 
on something. Working dies are 
heavy little critters and pack quite 
a wallop when dropped. The field 
behind the ear would be the 
highest point on the surface of the 
working die. 

I made a trip to Eureka 
Springs and Ron could not pro- 
vide me with additional informa- 
tion about the copper token strikes 
that he took with him to the 1995 
Britt Hobo Convention. 

We did find a 1994 
Baseball Cap Hobo working die 
in his shop but there was no 
apparent overdate on that die. I 
did not know to look for the 
scratch behind the ear at that 
point, but it seems fairly obvious 
that there may have been more 
than a single working die in- 
volved in the creation of the 1994 
Baseball Cap Hobo tokens that 
were struck on specially prepared 
nickel planchets. Study contin- 
ues...... So look at your collection 


(Weil Here s Another Nice Mess You ve Gotten Us Into continued from page Il) 


Copper Strike 
and tell me what you find there, 


The Trimmed Beard de- 
sign is distinctly different than the 


[I i tus al i 


design used for the obverse of the 
1995 Britt Hobo that Ron also 
struck for distribution at the Britt 
Hobo Convention. In fact, you 
can see here why we called the 
first design Trimmed Beard (on 
previous page). We were con- 
trasting it to this design which has 
a nice bushy beard. You can read 
about that particular token issue 


at; National Hobo Convention in 


Britt, lowa. 
(www.grasshoppernet.com/ 
walrafen/gmm24.html#britt) 
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POSTSCRIPT: Oliver Hardy s 
most famous catch-phrase is often 
misquoted Well, here s another 
nice mess you ve gotten us into . 
The incorrect another fine mess 
comes from the title of a 1930 
Laurel and Hardy short film. 


(Economics/Value of Hobo Nickels 
continued from page 10) 


collectible, the demand part of the 
equation is crucial in determining 
the current and future value of an 
item. It is fairly unimportant how 
many of an item is available if 
nobody wants it! As long as 
demand exceeds supply, the price 
of an item will continue to esca- 
late until such point that the price 
that is willing to be paid procures 
the desired specimen. Have you 
ever seen an auction where two 
collectors vied for the same lot 
that both needed to complete their 
collection? I this case, the value 
that is finally derived is many 
times what may have been pre- 
dicted simply because of an acute 
case of demand. Putting it an- 
other way, the most valuable 
items of any collectible are usu- 
ally the most attractive examples 
that are in the least supply. 

What does this have to do 
with hobo nickels? Well, until 
about five years ago, there were 
basically three main types of 
hobo nickels. For simplicity, I 
break them down into the high 
quality classic hobos from the 
1930s to the 1950s by known 
artists, the high quality coins from 
the same period by unknown 
artists, and finally the lower 
quality original coins and the poor 
quality modern reproductions. 

(continued on page 13) 
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(Economics/Value of Hobo Nickels 
continued from page 12) 


The most sought after examples 
were from Bo or Bert, especially 
Superior quality examples. 
Nearly every hobo collector 
wanted them, and their prices 
indicated their scarcity and their 
desirability. Examples of equal 
quality, but from unknown artists, 
brought less at auction. Even 
though as individual specimens 
they may have been less common 
than one from Bo, as a group, 
they were more available. Since 
they were also less sought after by 
collectors, their prices went lower. 
Unless the piece was of an un- 
usual subject, or a reverse carv- 
ing, most hobos in derby hats 
looked fairly similar to other 
hobos in derby hats. Therefore, as 
a group their supply was greater 
and they could be purchased for 
less money. Finally, the crude 
originals and the reproductions 
did not have the eye appeal to be 
desirable to most collectors. 

Since they had low demand and 
were also fairly available, they 
could be obtained for just a few 
dollars. 

The market for hobo 
nickels changed radically once the 
modern carvers entered the field. 
Specimens from Ron Landis, 
Steve Adams, Sam Alfano, Arthur 
Hutchison, and Bill Billzach 
Jameson as well as several others 
could and did exceed most origi- 
nal hobos in eye appeal. While 
this article in no way is meant to 
imply that these coins are less 
desirable than the classic coins 
(the author has several modern 
specimens in his collection along- 
side originals), they are histori- 
cally less significant. The market, 


however, says history is not as 
important as quality, 

The supply of these new 
issues has satisfied the demand 
for attractive coins that used to be 
limited to the nickels that were 
altered many years ago. Since the 
number of collectors has not 
increased at a rate greater than the 
new supply, prices for many 
original hobo nickels have 
dropped. Since most collectors 
have limited budgets, dollars that 
are spent on a newly made en- 
graving cannot also be spent on an 
older altered coin. The prices of 
hobo nickels simply illustrate the 
laws of supply and demand. 

Today, classic hobos from 
known artists still bring consis- 
tently strong prices. Next, supe- 
rior specimens from modern 
carvers will often cost more than 
appealing coins from unknown 
classic creators, Low grade works 
across the board, whether newly 
made or old crude alterations, 
continue to bring the least. Some- 
times, these examples fail to 
attract any bidding attention when 
listed in current venues like eBay. 
Is this good or bad? It is neither. 
Instead, it is simply an observa- 
tion that unless more new collec- 
tors seek out both original hobo 
nickels as well as the modern 
engravings, prices are likely to 
continue to fall. The demand for 
attractive, but not superior older 
carvings seems to have been 
replaced by the more available 
and better executed modern 
alterations. Most importantly, the 
supply of modern made alter- 
ations continues to increase. 

What should be done 
about newly altered coins? In 
the opinion of this author, noth- 
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ing. These coins may not be true 
hobo nickels, but they appeal to a 
great many collectors. It is not up 
to me to tell someone what they 
can or should collect. Instead, I 
believe that organizations such as 
the OHNS can continue to pro- 
mote the collecting of both origi- 
nal and modern hobo nickels by 
sharing knowledge. This is 
simply the best way to preserve 
and maybe even to increase the 
value of the items in your collec- 
tion, whether they are new or old. 
Remember, somebody has to want 
your collection to give you money 
for it. If very few people want it, 
most likely the price will be fairly 
low. When members of the 
OHNS take the time to share the 
lore and history of hobo nickels, 
whether new or old, the result 
may be that other collectors will 
desire them as well. This is the 
best way to insure that there may 
be some value for this part of the 
hobby that is so full of history and 
romance. 

As a side note, the OHNS 
attempts to offer something of 
value to you in exchange for your 
article. Each author is provided 
with a highly desirable limited 
edition engraved token. By 
providing something of value to 
your club, the club is in return 
providing you with something that 
has value to other collectors. Last 
year, only a handful of these 
beautiful engraved tokens were 
issued. The same is likely to be 
true this year. Not only may you 
be protecting the value of other 
items in your collection by shar- 
ing your knowledge, but you also 
receive a true collectible as an 
additional thank you! 


a 
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HOBO NICKEL 


GUIDEBOOK 
CRITIQUE 


by Fred (Fenwick) Benson 


The Hobo Nickel Guide- 
book is filled with material that is 
extremely valuable to both the 
veteran collector and beginner 
alike. The Guidebook is the 
dream fulfilled of the current 
OHNS s President, Authenticator/ 
examiner, Stephen P. Alpert. 
Steve hails from Brooklyn, New 
York, later moving to Los Angeles 
and graduating from UCLA with a 
PHD. Steve turned his token 
collecting hobby into a business 
in 1979. He has authored several 
other books on tokens and medals, 
but takes special pride in The 
Hobo Nickel Guidebook . 

The majority of photos in 
the guidebook were taken by Bill 
Fivaz. Bill has been photograph- 
ing coins for many years and is an 
accomplished photographer as 
well as a leading authority on 
hobo nickels. He was instrumen- 
tal in forming the Original Hobo 
Nickel Society in 1992 and his 
name is synonymous with the 
hobby. By briefly addressing 
Steve and Bill s credentials, it 
becomes quite clear that an awful 
lot of expertise and knowledge 
went into the creation of this 
excellent book. 

The guidebook has 123 
printed pages with 9 separate 
chapters and an appendix. After a 
short introduction, the book leaps 
tight into its theme, information 


about Hobo Nickels, and is there 
ever information! From photos of 
original Hobo Nickels to step by 
step mformation on how to 
identify Hobo Nickels, who made 
them, why and how. This first 
chapter sets the tone and puts the 
reader in the right mindset to 
process the enormous amount of 
information to follow. 

Chapter Two and Three 
describe the components of the 
Hobo Nickel, the hat, hair, beard, 
moustache, eyes, profile, neck, 
shoulder, field and accessories. 
There is a complete designation 
and value guide to help the less 
experienced collector set values 
on specimens by interpreting the 
different factors that affect the 
value of the coin. Even such 
slight variations as the position of 
the hat and it s shape are ex- 
tremely relevant when assessing a 
coin s value. These chapters 
cover this very well. 

Chapter Four lists brief 
biographies of old as well as 
modern artists. Some of the 
artists have acquired nick- 
names. The nicknames are list- 
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ed along with the corresponding 
artist. Some of the most valuable 
and sought after specimens of 
Hobo Nickel art is produced by 
modern artists. All known mod- 
erm artists are identified and listed. 
in the book. 

Chapter Five is devoted to 
recognizing a modern Hobo 
Nickel by a variety of characteris- 
tics. In addition to a new appear- 
ance of the host coin, several 
other clues reveal to the skilled 
eye the identity of a modern 
carving. This chapter of the 
guidebook is a must read section. 

Chapter Six is devoted to 
photographs of Hobo Nickels that 
were sold in the first nine OHNS 
auctions. It contains 367 photo- 
graphs of coins sold at these 
auctions, along with the hammer 
price and individual grade. Just 
this section alone is worh the 
price of the book. In addition, it 
serves as a bench mark or moving 
value guide, pinpointing what 
grade, conditions, and prices all 
the Hobo Nickels have sold for at 
these OHNS s auctions. This 
section covers all the auctions put 
on by OHNS for the last nine 
years. 

Chapter Seven details 
how to recognize fake hobo 
nickels and how to differentiate 
between the old original carvings 
and the modern pieces. 

Chapter Eight shows 
examples of altered and engraved 
coins other than Hobo Nickels . 
A lot of altered and/or engraved 
coins were made using foreign 
coins as the medium. Several of 
these related carvings are very 
artistic and are sought after by 

(continued on page 15) 
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(Guidebook Critique continued from 
page 14) 
many collectors. 

Chapter Nine is a Glossary 
of words and terms relating to the 
Hobo Nickel. By becoming 
familiar with these words and 
phrases, you will have a good 
handle on what this hobby is 
about and be able to understand 
and converse intelligently on this 
great medium of collecting Hobo 
Nickels. 

Well, I guess that s pretty 
much a gnat s eye view of the 
guidebook. It is without a doubt 
the premiere authority on Hobo 
Nickels. The knowledge that is 
contained within the book would 
take half a lifetime to acquire on 
your own. Anyone who is even 
slightly interested in Hobo Nick- 
els will find this book very hard to 
put down. This book is still 
available from Steve. The price is 
$27.50 for members, post paid. 
Non-members must pay $5.00 
more, still a great deal. 


TAT DO YOU DO 


IF?? 


by ROLLIE 


You are at the A.N.A. 
National Money show in Jackson- 
ville, Florida and you just read 
that the Boy Scouts of America 
are having a program at 1:00pm to 
work toward their badges in 
numismatics. I find the first boy 
scout in uniform and asked if he 
knew what a HOBO NICKEL 
was. What a line to use on a7 
year old boy. His father and mom 
were right there and J asked if 
they had 5 minutes. Right, that 


{ 
Hobson Family 
ended up being 30 by the time I 
was done. 

So I did my talk, what a 
hobo was, how they traveled, why 
they carved nickels. The whole 
thing started out with one ques- 
tion, then the rest is sort of his- 
tory. By the time I was done, I 
had the pleasure of meeting a life 
member of OHNS St. Nick who 
took over with more information 
about hobos. Was this kid 
hooked, the smile brought out the 
answer. 


St. Nick and Chris 


My hobo carver, the hobo 
nickel guy Mike Pezak from Las 
Vegas, has given me nickels to 
give away to anyone that I see 
needs a nickel or would learn and 


benefit from having one. I opened 


up my book and told Chris to 
choose any Hobo out of the book. 
He took a great hobo for his first 
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coin. I carry copies 
of the OHNS web- 
site information 
with me to hand 
out. When he left 
me, half hour later, 
l agreed to pay for 
his first years 
membership in 
OHNS. He agreed 
to learn about 
Hobos from the information I 
gave him and to make a presenta- 
tion to his scout troop about them. 
Hopefully we have a new collec- 
tor of Hobo material. 

I would like to thank Mike 
Pezak for giving me the opportu- 
nity to give his nickels away, and 
for St. Nick for his time in 
keeping it all going with the 
family that day. 

This might not be 1000 
words but the pictures say the rest. 
I write this to you so if you have 
the chance to keep 
our hobby going 
and can make the 
difference in 
anyones life, take 
the half hour and 
talk to a young kid 
or even an adult. It 
could leave a 
lasting impression 
for a lifetime. 

Rollie 


eBay 
Unknown 
1925S 


Unknown from 
Robert Hendershott 
Collection 
4/26/02 - - $247.60 


Bo Tales page 16 


HOBO 
HODGEPODGE 


by Stephen P. Alpert 
OHNS LM-10 


THE JEW -NITED STATES 
HOBO NICKEL 
made by William Kopman 


It is rare for an old hobo 
nickel artist to be identified. This 
is one such fortunate discovery. 
The hobo nickel illustrated here 
was made by William Kopman. 


I obtained it in 1996 from Ray 
Kopman, his son, an elderly 
gentleman who responded to one 
of my Hobo Nickels Wanted 

ads in a collectibles magazine. 

He wrote that his father, an artist 
and engraver, made this piece 
back in the 1920 s or 30 s, it is 
probably the only engraved nickel 
he ever made. 

The hobo nickel is of the 
standard design, with a bold derby 
‘hat has a wrap-around brim and a 
hin hat band with a nice bow. A 
nice ear is cut off at top by the 
hat. The neat and trim hair, beard, 
and mustache are nicely engraved. 
And there is a nice shirt collar 
with necktie, and coat collar. The 
profile and eye are unaltered. 

The nicest feature of this 
hobo nickel is the large bold 
letters engraved above the hat: 
JEW-NITED STATES. The field 
is stippled with pin-prick-like 


depressions, and may have been 
darkened intentionally. 

Ray was not aware that all 
the letters at the top of the coin 
were carved by his father. The 
lettering is so well done that he 
believed the original coin had 
UNITED STATES above the head 
and that his father altered it to 
read JEW-NITED STATES. 

Ray also sent me a ribbon 
badge this father saved from the 
1925 annual convention of the 
International Photo-Engravers 
Union, held in Cleveland, Ohio. 


And he also provided me with the 
following biographical informa- 
tion about his father, William 
Kopman, 

William Kopman was born 
on April 9, 1889, and died April 
26, 1972. In 1905 he answered a 
newspaper advertisement for a 
copy boy and errand boy for the 
old Cleveland Supply Co., and 
engraving firm. The company 
later moved to Rochester, N.Y. 
William made commercial art 
work metal engravings for grain 
and flour sacks, from about 1906 
to 1950. He was also a photo- 
engraver. Most of his artwork 
was used by the Pillsbury Flour 
Co. He also worked for the Akron 
Bag Co. in Akron, Ohio; the 
Memphis Bag Co. in Memphis, 
Tenn.; and the Rochester Bag Co. 
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in Rochester, N.Y. He retired in 
1956 from the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer and Cleveland Press of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

As I was not familiar with 
photo-engraving, I asked our en- 
graving expert Sam Alfano. Here 
is his explanation of the photo- 
engraving process: 

1. A metal surface is 
treated with a light-sensitive 
material. 

2. A photographic nega- 
tive is placed over the treated 
plate, in the dark, and quickly 
exposed to light. 

3. The metal plate is next 
treated with a developer, then 
washed under water. The washing 
removes the light-sensitive mate- 
rial and exposes the bare metal 
underneath in certain areas. 

4. The plate is immersed 
into a tank of acid, which etches 
only the exposed areas. 

5. The rest of the light- 
sensitive material is removed, and 
the etched areas are cleaned up 
with hand gravers. 

6. The plate is ready for 
printing. 

Sam believes that the artist 
must have had hand engraving 
skills also, to have created such a 
nice hobo nickel. Some photo- 
engraving technique may have 
been used in the lettering layout 
and for metal removal in the field. 


eBay 
Joe Paonessa 
Deep Cameo 
4/29/02 
$157.50 


| Summer 2002 


Recollections of Hobo Life by a Retired Railroad Engineer 


American Nickel Collectors Associtation - 1987 Nickel News - as written by Del Romines 


A few years ago, an 

unfinished carving on a Buffalo 
Nickel by Bo came to light which 
revealed many of the carving 
techniques utilized by this hobo 
artist. The coin was carved by Bo 
in the early 30 s as payment to a 
railroad engineer named Tom 
Deason for his generosity in 
allowing Bo to ride the rails on 
his train. Regretably, Mr. Deason 
passed away in 1984 or 1985, but 
his story, as told to Del Romines, 
follows. 

Tom had known Bo since 
the 20 s, as their paths had cross- 
ed many times over the years, 
primarily when Bo and his friend 
and mentor, Bert, had ridden 
trains engineered by this gentle- 
man. 

On one particular day in 
the 30 s, Bo recognized Tom in an 
Illinois train switchyard and ap- 
proached him as he was preparing 
to leave on his train. Bo was 
unique in looks and size, and Tom 
recognized him instantly. He 
asked Bo where he was heading, 
and Bo s reply was Wherever 
you will allow your train to take 
me. Tom told Bo to wait about a 
mile from the switchyard, where 
his train would be passing at a 
slow speed, and told Bo to board 
the engine there. By doing this, 
the brutal Bulls would not see 
Bo on railroad property, and it 
would keep him from being 
discovered before the train pulled 
out. It was common practice, 
especially during the hard times, 
for the railroad bulls to check the 


trains for hoboes, and often when 
they were caught, they were 
severely beaten and often jailed. 

About an hour after their 
meeting, the train was moving 
out. As it was passing the last 
side railing, Bo appeared and 
hopped on board the train engine, 
with the assistance of the fireman. 

The train seemed to creep 
across Illinois, and once in awhile 
Tom would talk with Bo about his 
travels....why Bo and Bert were 
not traveling together, and how 
hard survival had been. All the 
time Bo crouched in a corner of 
the engine, out of the way, carving 
a nickel, never missing a stroke. 

Tom Deason had brought a 
can of pork and beans, cheese and 
crackers to snack on during the 
trip, all of which he willingly 
shared with Bo. He eagerly 
accepted, but would pause in his 
carving only long enough to take 
a bite. 

The trip took slightly over 
two hours, and before reaching his 
destination, Tom slowed down 
and blew three blasts on his 
whistle. Bo got up, thanked Tom, 
and handed him the unfinished 
nickel with his apoligies for not 
having finished it. The token of 
appreciation was gladly accepted 
and it was later placed with other 
carvings which were received 
from other hoboes. 

Incidently, Tom Deason 
stated that during the 5 minute 
slow-down of the train, no less 
than 40 hoboes jumped from 
underneath the cars. He had de- 
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liberately slowed the train and 
blew the whistle to alert his many 
non-paying passengers that they 
were nearing the end of the line, 
as the St. Louis area was notori- 
ous for the brutality of the railroad 

bulls or guards. 

Tom first met Bert and Bo 
in the mid 20 s while he was an 
engineer for Southern Railroad 
and when he (unofficially) al- 
lowed them to hitch a ride on his 
train. Tom stated that the pair, 
Bert and Bo, were one of the most 
mismatched he had ever seen, and 
he had seen many. Tom said; 

Bert was about 6 fi, tall, 180-190 
Ibs., and had a personality and 
disposition that was as cold as ice. 
He was icy polite, but you could 
see and feel hatred and bitterness 
in him. 

Bo, on the other hand, was 
no more than five feet tall (Tom 
had not seen Bo since the 40 s, 
and over this time his memory 
may have been slightly affected), 
about 110 Ibs., and one of the 
most likeable people he had ever 
met. He was very intelligent, and 
always seemed to want to learn. 
Bert was a white man, and Bo was 
a tan black with nearly white 
features. Normally whites and 
blacks did not pair up, and many 
times some of the Bo s would not 
allow shiners (blacks) in the 
weeds (jungles or camps). Bo 
was an exception for two reasons: 
first, he was very intellegent and 
likeable, and second, Bert would 
have killed anyone who showed 

(continued on page 18) 
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(Recollections of Hobo Life continued 
from page 17) 


disrespect toward Bo. 

Even though Bert was cold 
and bitter, he was quite a learned 
man. When his mood was right, 
he could intelligently discuss just 
about any subject, giving rise to 
the theory that he no doubt came 
from high breeding and was well 
educated. However, no one made 
trouble when Bert was around. 

Before the depression, 
Bert and Bo had hopped Tom s 
train several times, and they 
always paid their way - either by 
working, with carved nickels, 
carved wooden blocks, a carved 
cane, or something. They were 
not freeloaders, and Tom said it 
was always a pleasure to have 
both on board. 

Tom gave all the various 
wooden carvings to friends and/or 
family, but he set aside each and 
every one of the carved nickels. 
Over a period of 20 years he 
probably received in excess of 50 
carved pieces from at least 20 
different artists. However, of all 
the carvings he received, Tom 
valued the artistry of Bert as the 
best, with Bo s rating a close 
second. It was not uncommon for 
Bert to finish a beautiful coin in 
an hour or less, but Bo required 
more time - about 3 to 4 hours. 
Over the years Tom received only 
two carved nickels from Bert, but 
several from Bo. 

One particular coin which 
Tom cherished was presented to 
him by a hobo known as 

Lafayette Lou . Lou was not 
one of the best artists, but one 
carving he did specifically for 
Tom was of five Bo s. We have 
all heard of 


Mt. Rushmore, but Tom called his 
nickel Mount Buffalo, Lou, 
using the mass of the Buffalo on 
the coin s reverse (a 1913-P Type 
1, incidently), delicately carved 
five hoboes onto the buffalo. The 
motto E PLURIBUS UNUM was 
removed, and the word VAGS 
(Vagabonds) added. This left 
UNITED ST ATES OF 
AMERICA VAGS .. This is the 
only known carving of this type 
and is considered very valuable. 
Lou presented this coin to Tom in 
Tennessee around 1922. 

One day during the great 
depression, Tom Deason s train 
was being readied at one of the 
Northern Pacific s largest switch- 
yards in Dupo, IIL, a small town 
of about 2,000 which is located 
about 10 miles from St. Louis, 
MO. Tom had about an hour to 
kill, so he was walking on the 
outskirts of the switchyard. 

Many times doors from 
box cars would fall off or be 
knocked off. These large (8 by 

8 ) wooden doors would be 
grabbed up by hoboes, and vari- 
ous types of shelters would be 
ashioned from them to protect 

he bo s from the weather. Tom 
came upon one area where 3-4 of 
hese make-shift shelters had been 
made, and as he started to pass the 
second one, a familiar voice rang 
out, sharp and clear. The voice 
was that of Bo: Mr. Deason! 

Mr. Deason! Tom went into the 
shelter where he received a warm 
welcome from his friend. Bo 
introduced Tom to 2 or 3 other 
hoboes, one another black man, 
who were huddled close together 
under an old blanket. The front of 
the lean-to was open, facing an- 
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other open-front lean-to about 30 
feet away. As Tom and Bo stood 
there talking, they noticed some 
noisy activity in the other lean-to. 
Both Tom and Bo recognized an 
elderly black man from Missis- 
sippi and a black yardhand known 
as Chicago Bad , as they played 
cards. From the excitement of the 
other spectators, the elderly man 
was winning heavily and Chicago 
Bad was getting angry and care- 
less. 

Chicago had the reputation 
of being one of the meanest men 
alive , and he was frequently put 
in charge of work crews as he 
ensured that the work was done. 
He was a yellow-skinned black 
man, and always carried an iron 
pipe to enforce his work rules. 

The three men who were 
huddled beneath the blanket arose 
and came to the front of the lean- 
to and stood with Bo and Tom. 
Just as they emerged, the elderly 
back man wiped Chicago out with 
a good hand. Chicago threw the 
makeshift card table across the 
clearing outside the lean-to, and in 
the process, knocked the elderly 
man to the ground. Chicago then 
picked up his pipe and began 
beating the old man, rendering 
him completely helpless. Chicago 
took the money he lost and the 
money belonging to the old man. 

The black man in the lean- 
to with Bo said to Tom, ‘Chicago 
Bad had no right to beat that old 
man. As he spoke, he pulled a 
bastard pistol (a 32 barrel on a 38 
frame) from his pocket and. 
continued speaking: He may be 
mean, but this (waving the pistol 
in the air) makes me just as mean 

(continued on page 19) 
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(Recollections of Hobo Life continued 
from page 18) 


as him. HE HAD NO RIGHT TO 
BEAT THE OLD MAN! The 
black man with the pistol then 
walked across the clearing to the 
other lean-to, excitedly approach- 
ed Chicago and said: WHY DID 
‘YOU BEAT THE OLD MAN? 
YOU HAD NO RIGHT! Chi- 
cago Bad replied angrily: I had 
the right to beat him and I Il beat 
you too! The black man with the 
pistol said nothing, raised the 
pistol to Chicago s forehead, and 
squeezed the trigger. Chicago 
Bad would never beat anyone 
again. 

The entire jungle cleared 
in seconds, including Bo, and 
Tom, they made fast tracks to the 
switching tower. It was almost 
time for his train to move out, so 
he boarded the engine. He had no 
sooner done this when the man 
who had killed Chicago approach- 
ed the engine and said pleadingly 
to Tom: Master, I done messed 
up when I killed Chicago, and I 
got nowhere to go. Tom did not 
give him permission to board the 
train, but he did tell him of one 
location where a man could hide 
where even he couldn t see him. 
After all, this man had just done 
many beaten people a great 
service. Within 2 minutes of the 
conversation, railroad detectives 
(bulls ) approached Tom and 
told him of the shooting. They 
told him that they expected the 
killer to try to hop his train as it 
was the next one to depart. Tom 
looked around and said: I don t 
see him anyplace . 

About an hour and a half 
out of Dupo, the black man enter- 


ed the engine and thanked Tom. 
Although Tom didn t have much 
money in his pockets, he gave 
him $2.00, then slowed the train 
down. He never saw the man 
again and it was several months 
before his and Bo s paths crossed 
again. 


This interesting and 


factual report was recorded by 


Del Romines during his interview 
with Tom Deason, and offers us a 
great insight into several aspects 
of hobo life. The interview was 
held after Del s book on Hobo 
Nickels came out, so this impor- 
tant information has not, up until 
this time, been published. Credit 
is given to Del for all the above 


eBay 


Cliff Kraft 


eBay 


Steve Adams 


eBay 
Joe Paonessa 
Carving Demon 
stration Set 
4/8/02 
$259.66 
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eBay 
Unknown 

19218 

3/2/02 
$189.16 


eBay 
Unknown 


Original 


eBay 


Bill Zach 


fam sure that you have 
noticed that throughout Bo Tales 
there have been inserts of carv- 
ings from eBay listings. We are 
using this space as examples of 
what is out there, We do not 
intend to promote eBay or any 
particular carver, it is just for 
your information. If you would 
like to look for yourself go to; 
www. grasshoppernet.com/ 
walrafen/recent/carvings. html 
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Your Editor 


I want to start by thanking 
the five members that acknow- 
ledged this year s first newsletter. 
When you take on a project like 
this, those words are about all you 
get for all your effort, so thank 
you very much, it is truly appreci- 
ated. 


We have a great article 
about the Hobo Nickel Guide- 
book in this issue. Have you 
ordered yours yet? 


The book retails for 
$30.00 plus $2.50 shipping (add 
$2.48 for sales tax in California). 
Add another $2.00 for Priority 
Mail, if desired. OHNS members 
save $5.00 ($27.50 postpaid plus 
$2.06 tax in California). Mail 
your Guidebook orders to: 
Stephen P. Alpert, P.O.Box 
66331, Los Angeles, CA. 90066. 
Make your check/money order out 
to: Stephen P. Alpert. 

What about your 2002 
OHNS Hobo Tenth Anniversary 
Tokens? Have you ordered those? 
They are struck in silver, copper 


and 22k gold. The copper tokens 
are $10 each, the silver tokens are 
$20 each, and the gold token is 
$175, or you can purchase the 3pc 
set for $200. Posage, shipping 
and insurance is extra, $1 on 
orders of $20 or less, $2 on orders 
up to $50, $3 on orders up to 
$100, and $4 for orders up to 
$200. The gold strikes are being 
made to order, so there may be a 
delay in delivery. All hobo tokens 
are nickel size and thickness. 

Make your orders out to: 
Fred Benson, OHNS Sales, 9862 
Hawthorn Glen, Grosse Isle, MI. 
48138. Make your check/money 
orders out to: OHNS. 

And you can get a holder 
that is 2 1/2 x 4 white plastic for 
your tokens. It can be ordered. 
with one, two or three openings. 


ir iid 


The cost to members is 
only $11.00 ($10 + $1 postage). 
Just make sure that you indicate 
how many openings and what 

flavor of the coins to go in it 
(copper, silver or gold). 

Send your orders to: 
Bill Fivaz, P.O.Box 888660, 
Dunwoody, GA. 30356-0660. 
You should make out your check/ 
money order out to: Bill Fivaz. 
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What about the miniture 
Buff s? Have you gotten yours? 
They are only 50 cents apiece. 
Fred also still has some 2001, 
2002 Hobo Tokens and some 
Miniature Tokens left. The 
regular tokens are $20 each or two 
for $35. If you want them in- 
sured, you will need to add $1.10 
for the first $100 and 50 cents for 
each $50 after that. 

He also has several back 
issues of Bo Tales and the Auction 
Catalogs available. You might 
check the Spring issue for a list. 
Send your orders to: Fred Benson 
9862 Hawthorn Glen, Grosse Ile, 
MI. 48138 and make your check/ 
money order out to: OHNS 

We thought that it would 
be a good idea to start acknowI- 
edging those that contribute to 
OHNS. It will be a little more 
formal in the next issues but for 
now we want to thank Rod Emrani 
for his $20 contribution that came 
along with his new membership 
application. Thank you very 
much and welcome 
aboard........ Oh! Lest I forget, 
Rod is from Hawaii. Check out 
our membership application form 
for all the new members since the 
last issue of Bo Tales, a dozen all 
together. 

Send in those articles, and 
many thanks to those that have..... 


THE ORIGINAL 
HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


The OHNS is a nonprofit organization, incorporated in the State of Florida, 
and is dedicated to the study and appreciation of Hobo Nickels and related 
carved coins. 


OHNS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL 
APPLICATION 


Please enroll/renew me as a member in the Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc., 
as indicated. 


[ ] 1 Year @ $15.00 [ ] 3 years @ $42.00 [ ] 5 Years @ $65.00 
[ ] Life Membership @ $250.00 [ ] Youth (under 19) @ $7.50 per year [ ] Associate @ $7.50 per year 
[ ] Renew my membership, my number is; 3 (shares all mailings) 


[ ] Please send me a Submission Form for the Hobo Nickel Examination. 


{ ] Iam enclosing a donation of $ for the OHNS Scholarship Program. 
Printed Name: Moniker (nickname): 
Address: City: State: Zip: 


I agree to abide by the Society s Code of Ethics. 


Signature: Sponsor: 


Make checks payable to: The Original Hobo Nickel Society 
and mail to: OHNS, 12000 Sunset Ridge, Ozawkie, KS. 66070-6045 


RM-664 Charles E, Hoffinan-PA RM-671 Dale MeCall- NY 
RM-665 Elaine Klein-CA RM-672 Barty D. Grdsser - WA 
)RM-666 Chatles Homing « KY - -RM-673 Wayne ©, Stafford - IN 


RML667 John Kosakawdd 4 O14 RM-O74 Robert W. Wit ‘TX 


“RM.-668 Frank Bishop - MI RM-675 Rod M. Emtrani - Hi 


RM: 669 George 1. Robinson, Je - PA RM-676 Daniel A Freeman - MI 


RML670 Chris Hopson» GA. Mh We at OHINS welcome you, all. 


a) 
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THE ORIGINAL 
HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


| OHNS HOBO NICKEL QUALITY 
DESIGNATION SERVICE SUBMISSION FORM 


This service for hobo nickels and hobo carvings is provided for members and nonmembers of 
OHNS. It is an independent opinion of the quality of carvings on US coins. All submissions are reviewed 
by two examiners, and each will receive a report form with a description of the carving, the quality grade, 
the carving technique, data on the host coin, the name of the probable artist, additional comments (such as if 
original or modern), and a photo. Originals, of the report and photograph, will be returned along with the 
coin to the owner and copies will be kept by (1) the examinér and (2) in the OHNS archives. 

The cost is $15.00 per coin for members, $25.00 for nonmembers. There is a reduced rate for bulk 
submissions for members only. Each coin must be accompanied by a submission form, along with a check 
made out to; Orignal Hobo Nickel Society, and mailed, insured or registered, to one of the addresses on 
this submission form. 

Fach January at the FUN Convention in Orlando, Florida, the OHNS holds an auction of hobo 
nickels and related items for its members. Proceeds are use to generate scholarships for YN s and OHNS 
members to attend the annual ANA Summer Conference held each July in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Members may consign OHNS authenticated or examined specimens. The consigment fee is 5% and 
the buyer s fee is 10% of the hammer price. Consigned specimens will be published in the Official Auc- 
tion 
Catalog and distributed each winter before the FUN Convention. 


Submit to: Bill Fivaz Steve Alpert 
P.O.Box 888660 P.O.Box 66331 
Dunwoody, GA. 30356-0660 Los Angeles, CA. 90066-0331 
Owner s Printed Name: OHNS Membership# 
Address: City State Zip 


Owner s value of coin (this information is necessary for insurance purposes): $ 


Members submit: $15.00 per coin or ten (10) or more coins - $12.50 per coin. 

Non Members submit: $25.00 per coin. all fees include first class postage and $100 insurance per coin. 
For ADDITIONAL INSURANCE and/or REGISTERED MAIL, please enclose an additonal $5.00 per 
coin. 


The submitter understands that the opinions rendered are strictly that, opinions, and are not a guarantee that 
the item(s) are genuine. It is however, the best considered judgement by qualified specialists in the area, 


but others may reach different conclusions. 


[ ] I authorize OHNS to use a photograph of this coin. [ ] I authorize OHNS to use my name (not address). 


Signature of Submitter. Date Submitted. 


